
Remarks by Ambassador at "Tarana : A Musical Rendezvous"
(Katara Cultural Village  Doha - 18 October 2019)

Dr. Khalid Bin Ibrahim Al Sulaiti, GM of Katara Cultural Village,
Members of the Katara Team,
Excellencies and Colleagues from the Diplomatic Corps,
Friends from the Indian Community,
Esteemed Guests and Music Lovers, 

Good evening, Namaskar & Assalamu Alaikum,

We are happy to be back at the prestigious Katara Cultural Village to hold
another cultural event under the umbrella of ‘India-Qatar Year of Culture 2019’.
My wife and I would like to welcome you all, on behalf of the Embassy of India
and  Katara  Cultural  Village.  We  cherish  the  valued  partnership  with  Katara
Cultural  Village  and  thank  them  for  their  sustained  support  at  all  times,
especially during the course of this busy year.

Today’s event  is  an exciting Indian classical  musical  performance by a
Grammy  nominated  artiste  and  one  of  the  greatest  Hindustani  classical
musicians of his generation - Maestro Shujaat Husain Khan.  He will be playing
the "Sitar", with his team members Amit Choubey and Sapan Anjaria, who are
accompanying him on the ‘Tabla’. 

Mr. Shujaat Khan's musical pedigree extends seven generations! He is the
son and disciple of the great sitarist Ustad Vilayat Khan. He has performed at all
major  music festivals in India and has performed at a number of prestigious
venues in the world, including the Royal Albert Hall in London, Carnegie Hall in
New York, Royce Hall in Los Angeles, and the Congress Hall in Berlin. He has
also brought out several classical and traditional music albums over the years. 

Audiences around the world have been captivated by his unique style of
sitar playing, his exceptional voice, and his intuitive and spontaneous approach
to rhythm. You will see that for yourself first-hand today. At a dinner yesterday,
someone  asked  him  about  how  he  prepares  and  what  rules  he  follows  to
produce such exceptional music. His answer was simple - there was no method



to his madness. Well, why would there be, when all the rules are deeply hard-
wired into his genes!  

We are glad that we are able to host an artiste of his stature and talent. I
am sure his performance will appeal to the Doha audience, which is known to
appreciate class and master artistry.  I want to thank the President and Members
of the Advisory Council of the Indian Culture Centre, and the key sponsors, for
their support and efforts to make today’s event possible and for helping take the
India-Qatar Year of Culture celebrations to greater heights.

I wish you a pleasant evening. 

*****


